
UPCOMING FOUNDATION PROJECTS

• Build a Music Cube – a state-of-the-art sound studio to 
complement the Digital Media Lab

• Upgrade Bliss Music Center to include two Apple PCs 
loaded with software for professional quality music and 
video production 

• Create a secure space for the Digital Media Lab

• Create Family Computer Center in the Children’s Room 

• Purchase replacement PC’s for Teen Room

• Purchase replacement PC’s for Children’s Room

• Purchase Lego Robotics equipment and fund 
supporting programming 
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Every Gift Has Impact
Mark a Wonderful Occasion with even more meaning with a gift to 
commemorate a special Birthday, Anniversary, Graduation, Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah, Wedding or Birth. Honor the Memory of a Loved One with 
a gift to the NRPL Foundation. Donations will be recognized by the 
Foundation with a personal letter of thanks.

Leave a Lasting Legacy by remembering the NRPL Foundation in 
your will or trust. For more information please contact 
Christina Selin, President, NRPL Foundation at 
president@nrplfoundation.org  •  (914) 813-3726.

Giving is Easy. Donate securely online at: nrplfoundation.org and 
click the DONATE button on our homepage. 

For more information email us at president@nrplfoundation.org or call  
(914) 813-3726. Donations made by check should be made out to 
NRPL Foundation and mailed to: 
One Library Plaza
New Rochelle, NY 10801.
Attn: NRPL Foundation

SAVE THE DATES: 

•  Thursday, June 9th: Cocktails and Conversation 
at Alvin & Friends Restaurant

•  Saturday, October 29th: “Murder Mystery Night”  
fundraiser at the Library 

New Rochelle Public Library Foundation 

One Library Plaza, New Rochelle, NY 10801 

www.nrplfoundation.org
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It’s not your grandma’s 
library
Nationwide, libraries are busier than 
ever, and the NRPL is no exception. 
In-person visits, programming and 
attendance are at all time highs. In fact, 
the last ten years has witnessed a 20% 
increase in library visits. Our Library 
continues to be at the center of New 
Rochelle life, serving the diverse needs 
of our community, but the demands and 
challenges have changed. According to 
Library Director Tom Geoffino, “Today’s 
library is less about books and more 
about shared information, technology 
and creating spaces for collaboration.” 

New digital media lab
The Foundation is pleased to announce 
that a new Digital Media Lab – the top 
item on our 2016 wish list – will come to 
fruition, thanks to the generosity of Heath 
Windcliff, a first-time Foundation donor. 
The Lab, which will be adjacent to the 
Teen Center, will have two professional 
quality Apple PCs custom loaded with 
the most current tools for editing digital 

Creating the library of tomorrow 
photos, video and audio tracks. The Digital 
Media Lab was inspired by the success of 
the Foundation’s first annual Short Video 
Contest. According to 9th grader Quincy 
Campbell, who took second place in the 
contest, “I wanted to enter, but I didn’t 
have the software on my laptop to edit a 
video. So I did all the editing at the library.”

A new generation  
of donors
Heath Windcliff
knows a thing 
or two about 
the power of 
technology. Today, 
Heath is Managing 
Director at Morgan 
Stanley, leading a 
team in research and development of 
algorithmic trading strategies. Heath, 
who recently purchased and restored 
a historic home in New Rochelle, 
feels strongly about giving back to his 
community. “I found out about the 
great work the library is doing from my 
neighbor, Chris Selin, and it just struck 
a chord in me. Technology is expensive 

We envision a place where kids 
gather to make Lego robots and teens 
create digital music, games and videos. 
Students learn to invent, engineer and 
build projects. Adults create prototypes 
for business applications with laser 
cutters and 3D printers. 

— Daniel Ogyiri,  
Librarian & Technology Specialist, NRPL
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and powerful. We want to make sure that 
everyone in our community has access 
to the tools that can open doors to the 
world of information.” 

A plan for tomorrow 
The research is clear: People learn best 
when they follow their passions and 
collaborate with others. Moreover, they 
retain more information when they are 
makers rather than passive learners. 
According to Library Director Tom 
Geoffino, libraries are a leading force 
in the Makerspace Movement. “We 
want to nourish a generation of makers 
rather than consumers. Next we’d like 
to build a Cube – a freestanding 6’x 6’ 
sound studio to complement the new 
Digital Media Lab. We also have plans 
for a community mentorship program 
and afterschool classes in 3D printing 
and Lego robotics. Lego robotics will be 
a collaborative program with the Board 
of Education. As always, we look to the 
Foundation for help in funding all these 
projects which are beyond the scope of 
our taxpayer supported budget. 



Three New Museums in  
Family Museum Pass Program
The Foundation’s support has made a 
great program even better. The Library’s 
Family Museum Pass program, which 
served 350 community members last 
year alone, 
has added 
The Museum 
of Modern Art 
[MOMA], The 
Anne Frank 
Center in lower 
Manhattan 
and the 118 
acre Stamford 
Museum and 
Nature Center 
to our list of participating museums. 
According to Librarian Susan Mackie, 
“If you have a NRPL library card, all 
you have to do is come in or go online 
to reserve your pass. Then come in and 
pick it up. It’s that easy.”  According 
to Susan, “These passes give free 
entry to some of the best and most 
expensive museums in the metropolitan 
area, and make wonderful educational 
family outings affordable for all. The 
most popular is the Intrepid. That 
pass provides free admission for up 
to 6 people. That’s more than $100 in 
entrance fees. And all you need is a 
New Rochelle Library Card!”

Foundation 
Funds New  
Library Website
Information and  
Resources at  
Your Fingertips 
While hundreds of people visit the library 
in person every day, thousands visit the 
library online. The new library website, 
funded by a grant from the Foundation, is 
easier to use than ever and there is a vast 
amount of information at your fingertips. 
You can download and borrow books 
from the 3M Cloud Library and Google 
Books. Overdrive offers hundreds 
of audiobooks and Indieflix lets you 
download movies. Flipster and Zinio 
allow you to browse through thousands 
of magazines and newspapers with the 
click of a button. Hit the Ask A Librarian 
tab and you’re in the Library’s online 
reference service. Visit the library online 
at www.nrpl.org and you’ll see what we 
mean. The resources are endless! 

Participating Museums Include:

•  •  Anne Frank Center

•  •  Bruce Museum

•  •  Children’s Museum of Manhattan

•  •  El Museo del Barrio

•  •  Guggenheim Museum

•  •  Hudson River Museum

•  •  Intrepid Sea, Air and Space Museum

•  •  Museum of Modern Art

•  •  Museum of the City of NY

•  •  NYC Fire Department Museum

•  •  NY Historical Society

•  •  Neuberger Museum 

•  •  and more. 

To make an online reservation, visit  
www.nrpl.org and click on the Museum 
Pass Program tab. You may also access 
the program via the web address:  
nrpl.org/about/museum-passes. 
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IIt’s been a busy few months since I was 
elected President of the Foundation. We had a 
successful one-day retreat; our first Video Contest 

for teens; a well-attended Donor Recognition Day; 
and a strong response to our 2015 Annual Appeal. 
2016 will be even busier, with planning already 
underway for a diverse number of activities, which 
I am pleased to share with you:

•  •  More intimate events that will provide
opportunities to meet and greet our supporters. 
We are planning an informal Cocktails and 
Conversation event at Alvin & Friends 
restaurant on Thursday, June 9th.

•  •  Larger events such as our “Murder Mystery Night” fundraiser will be held on 
Saturday, October 29th at the Library.

•  •  This year — for the first time -— the Library will have a float in the New Rochelle
Thanksgiving Day Parade. The float will be created and built by the Foundation, the 
Friends of the Library, and the Partnership for the Huguenot Children’s Library.

•  •  Foundation members joined the NRPL delegation on its March 2nd Library
Advocacy Day trip to Albany to lobby our legislators on behalf of the library. 

We are also excited to be building a Digital Media Lab, the beginning of the Library’s 
plan to provide more opportunities for creative engagement. Heath Windcliff, with his 
generous donation, has made this first step possible.  

Recently, Library Director Tom Geoffino; President of the Library Board, Haina Just-
Michael; Daniel Ogyiri, Librarian & Technology Specialist and I toured the Hartford 
Public Library’s YOUMedia Center. The Hartford YOUMedia Center contains a digital 
media lab plus a sound recording studio, performance stage and more. We left the 
Hartford Library with a clearer understanding of the value of a YOUMedia Center and 
the determination to create our own Center here in New Rochelle. However, projects 
such as these are not within the library’s budget and only become a reality with the 
support of the Foundation and our donors.

As I speak about the future, it is fitting to add a short note about the proposed 
development of the downtown and how it will impact the library. Our Library is an 
invaluable community resource, and you can be assured that it will continue to provide 
all its current services. The only question is whether the Library will remain in its present 
location; and if it does, whether it will continue to be a stand-alone building or part of 
another structure. The ultimate decision will be made by your Library Board of Trustees, 
who are all strong advocates for the Library and are committed to securing what is best 
for our patrons and the community at large. 

With that future in mind, the Foundation has chosen to focus on projects that 
will enhance the existing library and are items that can be easily relocated, if 
necessary. Your donations will support much-needed technology upgrades 
that expand opportunities to learn as well as programs such as the 
Family Museum Pass Program, and so much more. Thank you for your 
continuing support of the Library and the Foundation. I look forward to 
seeing you at our events this year.  


